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Introduction
Coded prior to Expanded coding
This report marks the first National 1992 beg"‘lrggg with

Center for Health Statistics (NCHS) pub- _ Viet
lication on Asian or Pacific Islander > Chinese 1einamese

. . . . p Japanese Asian Indian
births of Asian I_ndlan, Korean, Vle_t-_ > Hawaiian Korean
namese, Guamanian, and Samoan origi » Filipino Samoan
The demographic and health characteris > Other API Sg;fgman
tics of these births, as derived from birth AP g
certificates for a seven-State reporting|

area, are described and compared witkigure 1. Asian or Pacific Islander subgroups
those of other Asian or Pacific Islander
subgroups and with other selected racial Data are now available to identify NCHS contracted with the seven
or national origin groups. births for three subgroups that compris&tates with the highest API populations
Asian or Pacific Islander (API) births most of the “Other API” category (Asian (1) to code births to these additional API
of Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, ofndian, Korean, and Viethamese) as wekubgroups. The seven States are: Cali-
Hawaiian descent have been separateds births of Guamanian and Samoafornia, Hawalii, lllinois, New Jersey, New
identified in vital statistics data for manyorigin. API births not separately identi- York, Texas, and Washington. At least
years. All other births of API origin were fied as Chinese, Japanese, Hawaiian, Filiwo-thirds of the U.S. population of each
included in the category “Other Asian orpino, Asian Indian, Korean, Viethamesepf these additional APl groups lived in
Pacific Islander” (Other API). The Guamanian, or Samoan are tabulated dse seven-State reporting area: Asian
interest and feasibility of further subdi-“Remaining API (figure 1). Based on thelndian, Korean, and Vietnamese,
viding the “Other API” category has 1990 Census of Population the “Remain62—66 percent; Guamanian, 74 percent;
risen along with the number of births ining API” category is assumed to be com-and Samoan, 84 percent (1).
this category that increased nearly 3-folgbrised primarily of births of Cambodian, The additional API subgroups for
between 1978 and 1992, from 22,702 thaotian, Thai, Hmong, and Pakistaniwhich NCHS can now provide data sepa-
81,249 births. descent (1). rately include a heterogeneous popula-
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tion, some who are new immigrants whadata for those groups reported for theroportions of Viethamese and Japanese
have left their countries voluntarily, someseven-State area. For example, the prdirths that are to teenaged mothers may
who have left as refugees under desperapmrtions of low birthweight reported for be accounted for by differences in the
circumstances, and some who are secoitde United States for Chinese and Japdeen populations of these groups. Such
or later generation nationals. The econese births were 5.0 and 7.0 percent (4}lifferences in age composition affect dis-
nomic and linguistic circumstances of thehe same as for the seven-State aretibutions of births by other characteris-
groups also are often dissimilar. FoHowever, it is important to note that thetics, such as live-birth order and maternal
example, the proportion of Vietnamesegroportion of the Chinese and Japaneseducational attainment. Unfortunately,
families reporting incomes below thepopulations residing in the seven-Stat@opulation data for specific APl sub-
poverty level for 1989 was three times asrea (77 and 81 percent) (1) is highegroups were not available for 1992 and,
high as that for Asian Indian familiesthan that for most of the newly separatelyconsequently, it was not possible to cal-
(24 percent compared with 7 percent) andlentified subgroups. Additionally, theculate population-based rates.
42 percent of the Viethamese populatioseven-State reporting area accounts for a Births are tabulated by the race of
5 years of age and older was in a linguismuch smaller proportion of the whitethe mother (see Technical notes). For
tically isolated household compared witmon-Hispanic and black populations (3lease of discussion, the terms Asian or
only 7 percent of the Samoan populatiomnd 33 percent) (1). Nonetheless, birtfPacific Islander births and Asian or
(2,3). (A linguistically isolated household statistics presented in this report for thé®acific Islander mothers, or Chinese
is one in which no person age 14 years datter two groups reasonably correspondirths and Chinese mothers, and so forth,
older speaks only English and no persoto those reported nationally, and the relaare used interchangeably. These data can
age 14 years or over who speaks a lartive standings of the groups vis-a-vis thée used to monitor maternal and infant
guage other than English speaks EnglisAPI subgroups are rarely, if ever,health and to identify groups at greatest
“Very well.”(3)) The linguistic, cultural, affected. However, since national data ardsk for poor pregnancy outcome. Differ-
and socioeconomic diversity of these subavailable for white non-Hispanic andences by race in risk factors during preg-
groups suggest that there may be diffeiblack births, data presented here shouldancy and birth outcomes may reflect
ences in pregnancy risk factors andhot be used outside of this context. differences in factors such as socioeco-
outcomes, but until now, the lack of Interpretation of the differences innomic status, and access to medical care.
specific subgroup data have made thedsrth characteristics among groups should
differences difficult to identify. take into account differences in the age .

It is likely that the APl subpopula- distributions of the populations. ForS€lected demographic
tions for the seven-State area are reprexample, according to the 1990 Censu&haracteristics
sentative of national API populations.20 percent of Viethamese females of . .
This is suggested by an analysis of birtithildbearing age were 15-19 years o&'rths by State of residence
statistics reported for APl groups thatage, compared with only 11 percent of  Asian or Pacific Islander births were
were separately identified for the entireJapanese females (3). Thus, some or adlighly concentrated in the reporting area.
United States for 1992 compared withof the disparity observed between thhe seven States accounted for

Table 1. Live births by race or national origin of mother: Each reporting State, 1992

State
Total of
Race of mother 7 States California Hawaii linois New Jersey New York Texas Washington

Allraces . . ... ... 1,621,081 601,730 19,864 191,396 119,909 287,887 320,845 79,450
Total, Asian or Pacific Islander®. . . .. .. .. 108,295 59,519 13,258 5,367 5,384 13,252 6,953 4,562
Asian:

Chinese. . . ......... . ......... 19,497 11,673 737 654 889 4,087 1,032 425

Japanese. . . ... ... 7,383 3,497 2,421 260 269 487 175 274

Filipino . . ... ... .. ... .. ... 24,482 15,669 3,700 955 1,068 1,376 801 913

Vietnamese. . . . ... ... . 10,870 7,410 179 252 181 370 1,817 661

AsianiIndian . ... ............... 9,173 3,375 10 1,255 1,442 2,075 866 150

Korean ... ................... 8,772 4,449 422 527 576 1,512 748 538
Pacific Islander:

Hawaiian . ... ................. 5,517 562 4,730 14 6 6 58 141

Samoan. . ............... .. ... 1,700 983 558 3 3 - 20 133

Guamanian. . . .. ... ... 574 390 47 5 8 29 25 70
Remaining Asian or Pacific Islander:

Total . . ... ... ... 20,189 11,492 454 1,418 904 3,287 1,408 1,226
White? . . . ... 1,284,748 492,487 5,738 142,842 90,823 212,579 270,198 70,081

Hispanic. . . . .................. 488,399 261,656 651 26,915 16,169 49,938 126,058 7,012

Non-Hispanic. . . .. .............. 783,022 228,252 5,084 115,760 74,348 154,439 143,915 61,224
Black . . . ... ... . ... . 220,674 46,509 685 42,923 23,406 60,990 43,016 3,145
American Indian3. . ... ... ... ....... 7,364 3,215 183 264 296 1,066 678 1,662

Lincludes births to “Other API" mothers who are residents of the 7-State reporting area but which occurred outside of the reporting area. This includes Viethamese, Asian Indian, Korean, Samoan,
and Guamanian mothers. These births are not included in the “Remaining API" category.

2Includes origin not stated.

3Includes births to Aleuts and Eskimos.
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72 percent of all API births with no other group in the United States (6). The popuAge of mother
single State accounting for more tharation of API women in their childbearing Differences among the subgroups in
3 percent of all API births. For each ofyears (15-44 years of age) increased at an, age distributions of mothers giving
the API subgroups except Hawaiian, thequivalent pace, rising by a total of irth suqaests the marked heterogeneit
majority of births were to residents of112 percent over this period (5). Most otgf the gr%ups included within theg cat-y
California. the growth in the API population was theegory %Asian or Pacific Islander.”
Two of the newly coded API sub- result of immigration (5), and accord—_l_eenage childbearing (under 20 year.s of
groups comprised the majority of APlingly, only 17 percent of APl mothers age) is associated with high fertility: thus
births in three of the reporting Statesgiving birth in 1992 were born in the 50 roups beainnina childbearin earI’ en’-
Asian Indian births predominated in llli- States and the District of Columbia® ”p h 9 hi E fertilit Ig | ytr?
nois and New Jersey, and Vietnamesf@able 2). Nonetheless, the proportion o hrgs)é Wk?c\:iegli% Izere(rYI)IXmi\rgZ?he Aalgl
births predominated in Texas. Among thenothers born elsewhere varied Widelysubgroups levels of téen childbearing
other API subgroups, births of Filipinoamong the individual API subgroups.ranged fro’m less than 1 percent of all
origin comprised the largest proportion ofAlmost all Viethamese, Asian Indian, O irths for Chinese mothers to 19 percent
API births in California and Washington, Korean mothers (97-99 percent) Wer?or Hawaiian mothers (tables 3 and 4)
and Chinese births predominated in Newborn elsewhere, as were the vast majori%irths to younger mothers were relatively.
York (table 1). of Chinese mothers (90 percent). Coméommon among Guamanian (17 percent)
White Hispanic births (henceforth paratively, less than half of all Japanes%nd Samoan mothers (11 percent) but
referred to as “Hispanic”) were slightly mothers (45 percent), and almost n%ubstantially less so among Asian Indian
more concentrated in the reporting areblawaiian mothers (2 percent) were bor 2 percent) and Korean mothers (1 per-
(78 percent) than API births, but those foelsewhere. Older mothers were mor ent). Comparatively, 7 percent of white
other racial and national origin groupslikely not to be born in the 50 States anqﬁon-ﬂis an?c and 2’0 zrcent of black
were more widely distributed throughoutthe District of Columbia than younger, ... iE the reporting area were 1o
the country. The seven-State reportingnothers for each of the API groups. mothers under 20 years of age
area accounted for only about one-third Of the non-API racial or national Among Asian or Pacific Iélanders
of all white non-Hispanic and black origin groups, Hispanic mothers were th%irt '

births. most likely to be born outside of the 50of Qset)ooctlegfrrr;;o?gg ]Sg[ lS:rS\:I 3%%%‘?5
States and the District of Columbia 9 d y 9

. apanese and Chinese women. Almost
(65 percent) compared with 7 percent o .

: . . wo-thirds (65-61 percent) of Japanese
white non-Hispanic, and 14 percent o

Between 1980 and 1991, the APlblack mothers. and Chinese births were to older mothers.
; Older childbearing also was fairly
population more than doubled, (5) repre- . . :
. . L common among Asian Indian, Viet-
senting the fastest growing minority

Place of birth of mother

Table 2. Percent of births to mothers born outside of the 50 States and the District of Columbia by age and race or national origin of
mother: Total of 7 reporting States, 1992

Age of mother

15-19 years
All Under 15 15-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-49
Race of mother ages years Total years years years years years years years
Allraces . . . ... .. 30.7 19.8 24.9 21.7 26.8 32.2 32.2 29.2 31.6 37.3
Total, Asian or Pacific Islander®. . . . . .. 82.9 73.9 59.3 56.5 60.8 78.1 86.3 85.0 85.1 87.3
Asian:
Chinese . .. .............. ... 90.4 * 60.8 57.1 62.4 90.6 93.7 90.0 88.0 83.1
Japanese . . .. ... ... 45.3 * 14.0 * 18.3 37.0 53.1 454 42.5 48.0
Filipino. . . .. ... ... .. .. .. ... 84.9 * 48.9 40.4 53.4 76.3 85.6 90.3 94.2 96.2
Viethamese. . . . . ............. 99.3 * 97.3 92.8 98.8 99.0 99.6 99.5 99.5 99.5
Asian Indian . .. ... ... ... 97.2 * 80.5 68.8 84.4 95.8 97.8 98.2 97.1 95.7
Korean. . .. ................. 97.4 * 70.0 64.3 72.0 94.5 98.4 98.0 98.0 93.6
Pacific Islander:
Hawaiian . .. ................ 2.0 * * * * 1.6 21 25 * *
Samoan. . .. ... 66.0 * 42.5 44.2 41.9 56.9 69.1 82.1 86.6 100.0
Guamanian. . . ............... 73.0 * 60.6 56.1 64.2 74.2 77.1 70.0 90.0 *
Remaining Asian or Pacific Islander:
Total . .. ... ... 89.2 100.0 88.5 89.1 88.0 92.1 91.5 85.1 85.4 91.4
White2 . . ... ... 29.2 27.8 29.8 27.0 315 34.4 29.6 24.1 25.8 315
Hispanic. . . .. ............... 64.9 36.3 49.0 41.6 53.8 64.2 69.8 70.3 73.8 79.1
Non-Hispanic. . . . . ............ 7.1 * 3.4 2.7 3.8 6.0 7.5 7.7 8.7 10.9
Black . . . ... ... ... ... 14.0 2.8 4.8 3.6 5.6 9.2 17.4 22.6 26.1 27.5
American Indian3. . . . ... ... ... ... 14.0 * 4.0 * 4.4 9.6 18.2 21.4 21.1 23.0

Lincludes births to “Other API" mothers who are residents of the 7-State reporting area but which occurred outside of the reporting area. This includes Viethamese, Asian Indian, Korean, Samoan,
and Guamanian mothers. These births are not included in the “Remaining API” category.

2Includes origin not stated.

3Includes Aleuts and Eskimos.
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Table 3. Number and percent distribution of births by age of mother according to race or national origin of mother: Total of 7 reporting
States, 1992

Age of mother

15-19 years
All Under 15 15-17 18-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49
Race of mother ages years Total years years years years years years years years
Number
Allraces . ... ... oo 1,621,081 4,560 188,071 71,231 116,840 406,043 467,185 373,958 153,569 26,656 1,039
Total, Asian or Pacific Islander?®. . . . 108,295 162 5,781 2,009 3,772 18,841 33,309 32,002 15,098 2,939 163
Asian:
Chinese . . ............... 19,497 — 144 42 102 1,426 6,122 7,648 3,561 575 21
Japanese . . . ............. 7,383 1 194 63 131 581 1,819 2,964 1,555 266 3
Filipino. . . . .............. 24,482 17 1,353 461 892 4,474 6,959 6,816 4,046 795 22
Viethamese. . . . . .......... 10,870 6 639 153 486 2,582 3,060 2,646 1,500 416 21
Asian Indian . .. ........... 9,173 3 135 36 99 1,599 3,821 2,648 849 113 5
Korean. ... .............. 8,772 - 110 28 82 883 3,499 3,222 933 122 3
Pacific Islander:
Hawaiian . . .............. 5,517 26 1,009 365 644 1,788 1,497 844 305 47 1
Samoan. . ............... 1,700 1 181 52 129 555 544 285 112 21 1
Guamanian. . . ............ 574 5 94 41 53 186 157 94 30 7 1
Remaining Asian or Pacific Islander:
Total . . ....... ... .. 20,189 103 1,914 765 1,149 4,752 5,781 4,796 2,182 576 85
White2 . ... ... 1,284,748 2,648 138,273 50,526 87,747 318,467 377,249 303,314 122,895 21,102 800
Hispanic. . . . ............. 488,399 1,986 79,953 31,448 48,505 154,982 133,487 79,362 32,080 6,275 274
Non-Hispanic. . . . .......... 783,022 649 57,590 18,829 38,761 161,055 240,097 220,016 88,776 14,336 503
Black . . . ........ ... . ... 220,674 1,723 42,770 18,200 24,570 66,510 54,617 37,354 15,097 2,529 74
American Indian3. . .. ... ... ... 7,364 27 1,247 496 751 2,225 2,010 1,288 479 86 2
Percent distribution
Allraces . . . ............... 100.0 0.3 11.6 4.4 7.2 25.1 28.8 23.1 9.5 1.6 0.1
Total, Asian or Pacific Islander?®. . . . 100.0 0.2 53 1.9 35 17.4 30.8 29.6 13.9 2.7 0.2
Asian:
Chinese . . ............... 100.0 - 0.7 0.2 0.5 7.3 31.4 39.2 18.3 3.0 0.1
Japanese . . . ............. 100.0 * 2.6 0.9 1.8 7.9 24.6 40.2 211 3.6 *
Filipino. . . .. ............. 100.0 * 55 1.9 3.6 18.3 28.4 27.8 16.5 33 0.1
Viethamese. . . . . .......... 100.0 * 59 1.4 4.5 23.8 28.2 24.3 13.8 3.8 0.2
Asian Indian . . ............ 100.0 * 1.5 0.4 1.1 17.4 41.7 28.9 9.3 1.2 *
Korean. . . ... ............ 100.0 * 1.3 0.3 0.9 10.1 39.9 36.7 10.6 1.4 *
Pacific Islander:
Hawaiian . . .............. 100.0 0.5 18.3 6.6 11.7 324 27.1 15.3 5.5 0.9 *
Samoan. ... ............. 100.0 * 10.7 3.1 7.6 32.7 32.0 16.8 6.6 1.2 *
Guamanian. . ............. 100.0 * 16.4 7.1 9.2 324 27.4 16.4 52 * *
Remaining Asian or Pacific Islander:
Total . . ............ ... ... 100.0 0.5 9.5 3.8 57 23.5 28.6 23.8 10.8 29 0.4
White2 . . ... ... 100.0 0.2 10.8 3.9 6.8 24.8 29.4 23.6 9.6 1.6 0.1
Hispanic. . .. ............. 100.0 0.4 16.4 6.4 9.9 31.7 27.3 16.3 6.6 1.3 0.1
Non-Hispanic. . . .. ......... 100.0 0.1 7.4 24 5.0 20.6 30.7 28.1 11.3 1.8 0.1
Black . . . ......... ... .. ... 100.0 0.8 19.4 8.3 11.1 30.1 24.8 16.9 6.8 1.2 0.0
American Indian3. . . .. ... .. ... 100.0 0.4 16.9 6.7 10.2 30.2 27.3 17.5 6.5 1.2 *

Lincludes births to “Other API” mothers who are residents of the 7-State reporting area but which occurred outside of the reporting area. This includes Viethamese, Asian Indian, Korean, Samoan,
and Guamanian mothers. These births are not included in the “Remaining API" category.

2Includes origin not stated.

3includes Aleuts and Eskimos.

namese, and Korean women (39-49 peteenage birth as were mothers boriispanic, and black women born in the
cent). Guamanian, Hawaiian, ancdelsewhere (13 percent of births compare80 States and the District of Columbia as
Samoan women were the least likely tavith 4 percent). Levels of teenage childamong those born elsewhere.
give birth at an older age—only aboutbearing were substantially higher for eaChLive-birth order
one of every four (22-25 percent) ofAPI subgroup except the “Remaining
these births occurred to mothers 30 yea&PI” women for whom levels were A comparison of the fertility of the
of age and older. In comparison, 41 peressentially the same. different racial or national origin groups
cent of white non-Hispanic and 25 per- The tendency for teen childbearingcan be made by analyzing the distribu-
cent of black births were to olderto be higher among mothers born in thdions of births by live-birth order. Among
mothers. 50 States and the District of ColumbiaAPI subgroups, the proportions of fourth-
As a group, API mothers born in thewas observed among other racial/ethniand higher order births was highest
50 States and the District of Columbiagroups. Teen births were 2-3 times a§24-27 percent) for Samoan and the
were three times as likely to have agprevalent among white non-Hispanic,'Remaining API” mothers. Moderately
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Table 4. Percent of births with selected demographic characteristics by place of birth and race or national origin of mother: Total of 7
reporting States, 1992

Births to mothers Fourth and Births to Mothers with 12 years
under 20 years of age higher order births unmarried mothers or more education?
U.Ss. Born U.S. Born U.S. Born U.Ss. Born
Race of mother Total  born!  elsewhere Total  born'  elsewhere Total  born  elsewhere Total  bornt elsewhere
Allraces . . . ............... 11.9 12.9 9.6 11.8 10.3 15.0 29.8 29.2 31.1 77.2 87.8 54.2
Total, Asian or Pacific IslanderS. . . . 55 12.9 4.0 10.0 8.6 10.3 14.8 30.4 115 84.2 94.0 82.3
Asian:
Chinese................. 0.7 3.0 0.5 2.9 2.7 2.9 5.6 12.8 4.8 85.0 98.6 83.6
Japanese . . . ............. 2.6 4.1 0.8 35 4.1 2.8 10.5 14.4 5.8 98.7 98.7 98.8
Filipino. . . .. ............. 5.6 19.0 3.2 7.0 7.8 6.8 17.6 37.1 14.1 93.7 93.0 93.8
Viethamese. . . .. .......... 59 * 5.8 14.1 * 14.2 19.3 31.2 19.2 65.8 82.9 65.7
Asian Indian . . ... ... ... ... 15 10.2 1.2 35 8.7 3.3 8.1 26.4 7.3 92.1 90.0 92.3
Korean. . . ... ............ 1.3 14.4 0.9 2.2 * 2.1 4.2 27.4 3.6 95.8 95.1 95.8
Pacific Islander:
Hawaiian . . .............. 18.8 18.9 * 15.3 15.3 * 46.5 46.7 32.1 89.8 89.7 93.6
Samoan. ... ............. 10.7 18.2 6.9 26.5 15.3 32.3 36.4 42.4 33.3 86.1 83.4 87.4
Guamanian. . ............. 17.3 24.7 14.7 16.6 * 17.3 345 39.0 33.2 86.4 88.5 85.6
Remaining Asian or Pacific Islander:
Total . . ................. 10.0 10.1 10.0 24.4 5.0 26.6 15.9 20.4 15.3 63.7 95.0 59.8
White4 . . ... ... 11.0 10.9 11.2 11.1 9.0 16.2 25.1 21.1 34.6 75.9 88.8 44.6
Hispanic. . . . ............. 16.8 24.6 12.6 15.7 12.8 17.3 38.3 37.6 38.7 475 71.2 36.3
Non-Hispanic. . . .. ......... 7.4 7.7 3.6 8.2 8.1 10.0 16.9 17.3 11.9 92.0 92.2 89.1
Black . . . ......... ... ... 20.2 22.3 6.8 16.4 16.8 13.9 64.3 67.0 47.0 81.9 82.1 81.2
American Indian®. . . ... ....... 17.3 19.3 4.9 17.0 18.3 8.6 46.0 49.8 22.7 76.3 75.3 81.4

1Born in the 50 States and the District of Columbia.

2|ncludes births to women 20 years of age and older only.

3includes births to “Other API” mothers who are residents of the 7-State reporting area but which occurred outside of the reporting area. This includes Vietnamese, Asian Indian, Korean, Samoan,
and Guamanian mothers. These births are not included in the “Remaining API” category.

4Includes origin not stated.

Sincludes Aleuts and Eskimos.

high levels (14-17 percent)  werebirth—54 compared with 39 percent wereamong Chinese and Asian Indian women
observed for Viethamese, Hawaiian, andollege educated. (6—8 percent), but more than one-third of
Guamanian mothers (table4). These Despite their much larger proportionSamoan (36 percent) and Guamanian
levels, combined with relatively low of births to teenaged mothers, suggesting5 percent) births were to unmarried
levels of first births (not shown), suggeshigher fertility, APl mothers born in the mothers. In comparison, the proportions
high fertility and large families. On the 50 States and the District of Columbiaof unmarried childbearing for white non-
other hand, higher order proportions weravere slightly less likely to have a higher-Hispanic and black women were 17 and
very low (2—-4 percent) for Korean, Chi-order birth than mothers born elsewheré4 percent.

nese, Japanese, and Asian India(® compared with 10 percent), but this  Unmarried childbearing occurs more
mothers, even lower than that for Filipinopattern varied by APl subgroup. Whilefrequently among younger mothers; thus,
(7 percent) mothers. Recently publishedthe incidence of higher order births waghe older age at childbearing of API
birth and fertility rates for the previously substantially lower for Samoan and thanothers overall and for some of the spe-
separately identified Asian or Pacific‘Remaining API” women born in the 50 cific groups contributes to their lower
Islander subgroups confirm these findingStates and the District of Columbia tharproportions of unmarried mothers. How-
(8). By contrast, the proportion of higher-among those born elsewhere, the propoever, at each age group, APl mothers
order births was 8 percent for white nontion of fourth- and higher order birthswere less likely than white or black
Hispanic mothers and 16 percent fowas higher for U.S.-born Japanese, Filimothers to bear an out-of-wedlock child.

Hispanic mothers. pino, and Asian Indian mothers than for  As a group, Asian or Pacific Islander
Thirty-one to 54 percent of Korean,mothers born elsewhere. mothers born in the 50 States and the
Filipino, Chinese, and Japanese first District of Columbia were almost three

births were to mothers 30 years and oldeg,. ; times as likely to be unmarried as were
(Data not shown.) These high levels oPIrths to unmarried women API mothers born elsewhere. For each of
delayed childbearing are consistent with A broad range of levels of unmarriedthe subgroups, out-of-wedlock births also
the greater educational attainment othildbearing was observed among theccurred more frequently among women
these mothers and suggest postponemehgian or Pacific Islander subgroups. Théorn in the 50 States and the District of
of childbearing in order to completelowest proportion of out-of-wedlock Columbia.

schooling. (See section on education.) Ibirths was for Korean women (4 percent)

fact, overall, API mothers 30-39 years ofind the highest for Hawaiian women
age having a first birth were better edu{47 percent), more than a 10-fold differ-
cated than mothers of the same agence (table 4). Unmarried childbearing Education is a commonly used indi-
having a second or higher-ordewas also comparatively uncommoncator of socioeconomic status and is

Education
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the only such indicator currently avail- High school and college completionHealth characteristics
able from birth certificate data. Datalevels were higher for several of the API
described here do not include births tesubgroups compared with white nonPrenatal care
women under 20 years of age who mayispanic mothers. Chinese, Japanese, Early initiation of prenatal care is
not have had the opportunity to completd-ilipino, Asian Indian, and Korean considered important to positive preg-
their education, and thus differences iimothers were 24-58 percent more IikeI)I/1ancy outcome. Overall, slightly more
educational attainment across subgroupe be college educated than white nonfhan three-fourt.hs of ali APl mothers
cannot be explained by variation in levelHispanic mothers (data not shown). began prenatal care during the first ri
of teen childbearing. Educational differences among themester of pregnancy, but the range of
Among the API subgroups, highAPI subgroups were evident for momeriimely care varied mr;lrkedly among the
school completion ranged from essennot born in the 50 States and the DistricSubgroups The most advantageous level
tially all Japanese mothers (99 percent) tof Columbia and suggest the disparate]c carly cére initiation was noted for
64—66 percent of “Remaining API” and socioeconomic statuses of the immigrangapanese mothers (89 percent) and the
Vietnamese mothers (table 4). Filipinomothers. For example, 96 percent KoreanaaSt for Samoan mothers (48 percent)
Asian Indian, and Korean mothers alsanothers not born in the 50 States and th able 5). Despite marked variation in the
reported high school completion rates oDistrict of Columbia were high school roportic;ns of younger and older mothers
greater than 90 percent. graduates compared with only 66 percerE L v f Il APl sub-
Levels of higher education (at leastof Viethamese mothers born elsewhere. egmnlnfg care e?r)]/c °th‘."‘ Sj[l;]
16 years of schooling) also varied widely  Overall, APl mothers born in the 50tgr:gulgie(lovrv:;(a}twi?::,agrhi r;n(:osrer;nociheergs
by subgroup. Nearly half of Chinese,States and the District of Columbia were years and older than fo? mothers under
Japanese, Korean, and Asian Indiabetter educated than API mothers bort}0 years of age), the different age distri-
mothers had a college education—levelslsewhere, but for most subgroups th%utions of the Sljbgroups do not explain
that are consistent with their delayedoroportions of mothers who had COM-_ 1" of the disparity among subgroups in
childbearing. Comparatively, only aboutpleted high school were quite Sim”ar'prenatal care receipt. AP| subgroups with
1 of 7 Viethamese and less than 1 of 1@nly Viethamese and the “Remaininghigher overall IeveI.s tended to have
Samoan and Guamanian mother&Pl” mothers born in the 50 States andhigher levels across age groups (data not
reported 16 years or more of schoolinghe District of Columbia were substan-shown) For instance, the percent of Japa-
(data not shown). tially better educated than their counter-n ese m.others who bégan care in the first
parts born elsewhere.

trimester was higher than that of any

Table 5. Percent of births with selected health characteristics by place of birth and race or national origin of mother: Total of 7 reporting
States, 1992

1st trimester Cesarean
prenatal caret delivery Preterm3 Low birthweight*
U.S. Born U.S. Born U.S. Born U.S. Born
Race of mother Total  born? elsewhere Total  born? elsewhere Total  born? elsewhere Total  born? elsewhere

Allraces . . ... ... ... ... 75.1 79.1 66.0 22.8 23.8 20.5 10.4 10.6 10.0 6.7 7.1 5.8
Total, Asian or Pacific Islander®. . . . 77.2 79.2 76.9 20.4 19.0 20.7 9.6 10.0 9.6 6.6 7.1 6.5
Asian:

Chinese . . .. ............. 84.2 89.8 83.6 21.2 17.7 21.5 6.8 7.2 6.8 5.0 6.2 4.9

Japanese . . . ............. 88.6 89.9 87.2 20.1 215 18.4 8.1 9.2 6.7 7.1 7.5 6.6

Filipino. . .. .............. 78.8 76.6 79.2 24.5 17.7 25.7 10.8 10.7 10.8 7.6 8.3 7.4

Vietnamese. . . ... ... ... ... 78.5 66.7 78.6 16.6 15.8 16.6 10.4 * 105 5.5 * 55

Asian Indian . . ............ 80.0 78.5 80.1 22.9 21.0 23.0 9.6 10.4 9.6 9.6 * 9.6

Korean. . ................ 76.7 78.5 76.7 23.0 21.9 23.0 6.0 * 6.0 4.2 * 4.2
Pacific Islander:

Hawaiian ... ............. 69.9 70.0 67.3 17.9 18.0 * 11.4 11.3 13.0 6.9 7.0 *

Samoan. ... ............. 48.4 53.5 45.7 16.8 15.3 17.6 12.7 10.8 13.6 4.5 4.3 4.6

Guamanian. . . . ........... 66.4 70.3 65.7 19.4 17.7 195 11.7 * 12.0 7.5 * 7.0
Remaining Asian or Pacific Islander:

Total . . ....... ... ... 67.2 84.0 65.1 15.6 20.7 14.9 11.9 9.6 12.2 7.0 6.7 7.1
White6 . . ... .. 76.9 82.4 63.6 23.0 24.1 20.2 9.2 9.0 9.8 5.6 5.7 5.3

Hispanic. . . .. ............ 63.4 68.5 60.6 21.4 24.2 20.0 10.7 11.6 101 5.9 6.9 5.3

Non-Hispanic. . . .. ... ...... 85.2 85.6 80.5 24.0 24.2 21.6 8.4 8.4 8.2 5.4 5.4 53
Black . . . ....... .. ... .. ... 63.5 63.6 64.0 22.8 22.6 24.2 17.7 18.3 134 13.3 13.9 9.1
American Indian?. . .. ... ... ... 67.7 67.5 69.6 21.3 21.1 22.6 11.2 10.9 12.8 6.7 6.4 8.9

lcare beginning in the first 3 months of pregnancy.
2Born in the 50 States and the District of Columbia.
3Prior to 37 completed weeks of gestation.
4Birthweight of less than 2,500 grams.

SIncludes births to “Other API" mothers who are residents of the 7-State reporting area but which occurred outside of the reporting area. This includes Vietnamese, Asian Indian, Korean, Samoan,
and Guamanian mothers. These births are not included in the “Remaining API” category.

BIncludes origin not stated.
7Includes Aleuts and Eskimos.
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other subgroup overall, and at eaclevels also may help to account for theextent of low birthweight (less than 2,500
5-year age group. Similarly, the analo-31-35 percent lower cesarean rates aframs) among specific APl subgroups
gous Samoan overall and age-specifigietnamese and “Remaining API” varied substantially, ranging from 4.2 and
proportions were lower than those of anynothers compared with white non-4.5 percent for Korean and Samoan births

other subgroup. Hispanic mothers (24.0), despite theito 9.6 percent for Asian Indian births
In spite of possible linguistic and similar proportions of births to mothers(table 5). Comparatively, 5.4 percent of
cultural barriers to care (9), Korean, Viet-30 years and over. white non-Hispanic and 13.3 percent of

namese, and Asian Indian women (77-80 Likely due in part to their older age, black infants weighed less than 2,500
percent) were nearly as likely as whiteAPl mothers not born in the 50 States angrams.
non-Hispanic women (85 percent) to ini-the District of Columbia were slightly Low birthweight has been associated
tiate care during the first 3 months ofmore likely to have a cesarean deliverwith inadequate prenatal care, shorter
pregnancy. (20.7 compared with 19.0 percent). Onlygestation periods, and demographic fac-
Overall, APl women born in the 50 Japanese and the “Remaining API"tors such as teenage and out-of-wedlock
States and the District of Columbia weranothers born in the 50 States and thehildbearing. Thus, the favorable low
only slightly more likely to have begun District of Columbia were more likely birthweight level for Korean births was
care during the first 3 months of pregthan mothers born elsewhere to undergoexpected, given the lack of risk factors

nancy (79 compared with 77 percent)cesarean delivery. among Korean mothers, but the compara-
However, for three subgroups (Filipino, tively high proportion low birthweight
Asian Indian, and Viethamese) this patPreterm births for Asian Indian births, whose risk profile
tern was reversed. U.S.-born Viethamese is similar to that of Korean mothers, is

Infants born preterm (b’?fore 37 com, ore difficult to explain. Relatively high
Bleted weeks of gestation) are a{g

: vels of low birthweight were found
Increased risk of poor pregnancy outcome : 7

: . . even among Asian Indian mothers who
and comprise a large proportion of infant

mortality (12). Among API births were college graduates (9.2 percent) (data

Cesarean delivery Korean babies were at the least risk oEpt shqwn). The proportion very low
. : irthweight (less than 1,500 grams) was
. . preterm birth (6.0 percent), a risk less . . '
The risk of cesarean delivery also higher for Asian Indian mothers than
. . ; than one-half that found for Samoa .
increases with advancing age of th or any other racial group except black
mother (10). Therefore, differences lnb. ._ (data not shown).
3 It has been noted elsewhere that low
. irthweight for several immigrant groups,
groups are to be expected, given the Iarg.%lo4 perce_nt) than among Korean blrthsl cluding API's, tends to be higher for
A ) . ut the highest levels were observed. .
variation in older childbearing among theamon Guamanian. “Remaining API.” irths to mothers born in the 50 States
groups. Cesarean rates among API sub- 9 ’ 9 . and the District of Columbia than to

groups ranged widely from levels close toand Samoan births (11.7-12.7 percent). [nothers born elsewhere (13,14); the data
The Korean preterm rate of 6 percen :
In this report for APl mothers, overall,

the year 2000 goal of 15.0 percent (112Nas lower than that of any other racial or
show the same pattern (7.1 compared

(15.6 for the “Remaining API,” 16.6 for :

Vietnamese, and 16.8 for Samoar%Ethnlc group under study and comparegi, 6.5 percent). Chinese, Japanese, and
mothers) to 24.5 percent for FiIipinoVery favorably with that for white non- Filipino low birthweight levels showed a
mothers (table 5.) However, this lar Hispanic  mothers _ (8.4 percent), the imilar pattern, but there were too few
variation in cesérean rates, cannot gt?eowest level observed among the nOn"A‘PEirths ar?mng the other API subgroups to
wholly attributed to differences in ageraCIaI or national origin groups. edetermine if this relationship holds.

L There was essentially no differenc
distributions. For example, cesarean rates :
N o . v in preterm rates for APl mothers born in

for “Remaining API,” Viethamese, and

Samoan mothers were lower than thostgr;emszrsggtevsvi?r? dttrtloesglsgclﬁtnijsél\jleglr?ummary
of Asian Indian (22.9) and Korean P

: Asian or Pacific Islanders have been
mothers (23.0) across all age groups(lo'o compared with 9.6 percent). How-

ever, short gestation periods were morgerceived as a high-achieving minority
Thus, the overall lower rates for these. "’ g P with few problems (9,15). Information

groups cannot be solely attributed to thei%:ommor: among Samoan an_d Remamhow available from birth certificates
: : ing API” mothers not born in the 50 : . . .
smaller proportions of births to older . . shows that there is considerable diversity
States and the District of Columbia. )
mothers. among the API subgroups; by most mea-
Another factor associated with theLOW birthweiaht sures of risk factors of pregnancy and
higher cesarean rates of Korean, Asian 9 birth outcomes they are as different from
Indian, and Filipino mothers is their Newborns weighing less than 2,500each other as they are from other racial or
higher educational levels. Educationagrams (5 1/2 pounds) are considered to bethnic groups.
attainment has been positively associateof low birthweight and are at greater risk ~ Korean women reported the lowest
with cesarean delivery rates independemf morbidity and mortality than are levels of teenage and unmarried child-

of age (10). Differences in educationainfants of higher birthweights (12). Thebearing and of higher-order births and

women were particularly less likely than
Vietnamese mothers born elsewhere t
begin care in the first trimester.
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were among the best educated motherseveals more commonalities among Asian
Birth outcomes of Korean babies, basedubgroups and Pacific Islander subgroups
on preterm birth and low birthweight, than between these two broad racial or
were also more favorable than those oéthnic classifications, although within®:
any other group. Asian Indian womeneach category a high degree of heteroge-

shared a lack of pregnancy risk withneity was apparent. For example, th
Korean mothers but not their favorablesociodemographic risk profile for Viet-

panic origin, 1980-91; series P-25, no
1095. Washington: U.S. Department
of Commerce. 1993.

O'Hare W. A new look at Asian
Americans. American Demographics.
\ol. 12, October 1990.

Hayes CD. ed. Risking the future,

adolescent sexuality, pregnancy and

birth outcomes; the percent low birth-namese, and to a slightly lesser extent,

weight for Asian Indian births was higherFilipino

mothers, was

substantially

than that of any API subgroup. In sharpgreater than that for other Asian sub-
contrast, Hawaiian, Guamanian, and, to groups but still lower than that for Pacifics.
lesser extent, Samoan women had a higklander subgroups.

pregnancy risk profile and depressed

The finding of wide variation in

levels of early prenatal care comparabl@regnancy risk factors and birth outcomes
to those of black and American Indianfor the APl subgroups suggests special
mothers. But despite the presence of muproblems during pregnancy and distinct”
tiple risks, low birthweight levels for maternal health care needs. This further
these groups were lower or only moderunderscores the importance of individu-

ately elevated compared with those foally characterizing each racial or ethnicg
subgroup to better meet the unique needs

white non-Hispanic mothers.

The findings for Vietnamese womenof these populations.

were between these two extremes. Levels

of teenage and unmarried childbearingReferences

were elevated when compared withl
Korean and Asian Indian women but™
were very similar to those of white non-
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Technical notes Columbia and, thus, women born inmay be affected by random variation in
Samoa and Guam are classified as ntthe number of births involved. When the

Source of data born in the 50 States and the District ohumber of events is small (perhaps less
) . Columbia. than 100), and the probability of such an

Data shown in thls.report gre based event is small, considerable caution must

on 100 percent of the birth certificates .()fComputation of percents and be observed in interpreting the data. More

residents of seven States—CaIifornlapercent distributions information on this topic is included in

Hawaii, lllinois, New Jersey, New York, Births with unknown live-birth order. € TeChnical Appendix ofital Statistics
Texas, and Washington. Data are pro- * of the United States/olume I, Natality.

vided to the National Center for Healthplace of birth of mother, educational

Statistics through the Vital Statisticsattainment of mother, month of pr-eg_tRace of mother
Cooperative Program. Information onnancy prenatal care began, birthweight,

selected maternal and infant health chaieriod of gestation, and method of Birth data are tabulated by the race
acteristics was derived from items ordelivery were subtracted from total birthsof the mother as reported directly on the
1992 certificates of live births. Births thatbefore percents and percent distributionkirth certificate. If race of mother was not
occur in other States to residents of theswere computed. An asterisk is shown irstated, it was imputed as that of the
seven States who are members of one §face of any derived statistic based offather, if known. If neither race was
the new subgroups or “Remaining API” fewer than 20 births in the numerator orstated, race of mother was imputed as the
are included in the “Total API” category. denominator. race of the mother on the preceding
“U.S.-born” is defined for this report as Although the birth data in this reportrecord with known race.

born within the 50 States and District ofare not subject to sampling error, they
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Symbols
- - - Data not available

Category not applicable
- Quantity zero

* Figure does not meet standard of
reliability or precision.
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